
Water Quality Committee Report 
 
 
1)   Lynchburg College will collect one more set of water samples and data in October 
and then begin working on the 2015 water quality monitoring report.  
 
2)   A joint Tri-County Lakes Administrative Commission Leesville and Smith Mountain 
Lakes Environmental Committee meeting was held on September 28th. Representatives 
of the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) and the Blue Ridge and 
Pittsylvania County Soil and Water Conservation Districts were invited to make 
presentations on water quality and programs to address pollution related to the 
Blackwater and Pigg Rivers. 
 
            The VDEQ representative stated that continuous progress is being made on 
reducing the quantity of bacteria and nutrients entering both rivers. The Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) being implemented by the Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts to reduce river pollution include: fencing to keep livestock out of the rivers, 
manure pits, winter feeding facilities and other animal waste practices. Funding to help 
property owners pay for the BMPs are available from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and the state. Tax credits are also available. There is currently about a $3 million 
backlog of projects that need funding. The Soil and Water Conservation Districts plan to 
ask the state General Assembly for additional funding to eliminate the backlog. 
 
            While progress is being made on reducing pollution in both the Blackwater and  
Pigg Rivers, it will take many years for the rivers to meet the state standard for bacteria. 
Worst case, the standard may never be met. Committee members urged the Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts to continue to work hard to implement BMPs and offered to 
help in any way they can. Reducing pollution in both rivers helps to improve Leesville 
and Smith Mountain Lake water quality. Fortunately, Leesville Lake meets all of the state 
water quality standards that we measure. 
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