


Leesville Lake Association
Fall General Membership Meeting – October 11, 2025
Location: Altavista Train Station – 10:30 AM

Agenda


1. Call to Order - the meeting was called to order at 10:30 by President Roy Kelley.  In attendance from the LLA Board: Roy Kelley, Debra Kiraly, Edwin Hanson, Glenn Coleman, Cynthia Coleman, Dave Waterman, Charlie Hamilton and Don Schimming.  Absent: Chip Zimmerman, Pam McMillan and Tom Galvanek

2. Introductions – Roy Kelley – Roy asked all attendees to introduce themselves and note where they lived on the lake.  Two guest speakers were introduced:  Scott Hutcherson – Pittsylvania County Safety Director and Brian Daniels – Chief, Hurt FD.  

3. Guest Presentation - Search and Rescue on LVL – Mr. Hutcherson and Chief Daniels discussed (as they were able to share) the details regarding the tragic loss of a juvenile on Leesville Lake this summer. They reminded all attendees of the basic water safety rules, the requirement for personal flotation devices, have a buddy system, have a float plan, be equipped with a cell phone to dial 911, and that there are some areas of Leesville Lake that swimming could be dangerous.  Chief Daniels discussed the response time to the drowning, the actions taken, and the departments who responded.  It was noted that the response time to the first emergency call was very timely, divers were dispatched as soon as possible and that they were unable to discuss the specifics of how the juvenile perished.  Hurt FD is not equipped with a grab system and would welcome donations from the Lake Community to be able to purchase this system.  Hurt FD and Altavista FD both have boats for a water rescue event.  

Chief Daniels noted that Hurt FD has a 2000-gallon tanker, and that they can respond to fires with 4 tankers and 4-5 engines.  They can use hard suction from 20 feet to pull water from the lake if needed.

Mr. Hutcherson shared what he had stated to the news media, and that it was not what was then reported on air.  WSET reported that swimming is not allowed on Leesville Lake, but as all attendees present clearly know, that is not the case.  There are areas where swimming is prohibited, and at the AEP dock area there are signs posted.  It was also noted that the AEP provided dock does not have a ladder or safe access to the water.  AEP has been contacted regarding better signage and what should be posted.

Mr. Hutcherson discussed the current fire/burning safety regulations and that there is a statewide burn ban from February to April, from 4pm to 12am.  This also applies to burn barrels. He also discussed the event of electricity/current in the water around docks and that the best practice is to have the electricity turned off if you are swimming around your dock.  

Mr. Hutcherson noted that his office was available to look at your property to safely plan for an emergency, based on where you are in the county, your lake access and any other specifics of your property. As many lake properties have unusual access, the pre-planning allows the FD to have information in hand prior to an emergency.


4. Treasurer’s Report:  Edwin Hanson -September Treasurer’s Report: In the last month we saw income of $965 and expenses of $1764.  Income was primarily from membership dues.  Expenses were primarily for: Accounting Software and Calendar printing.  We currently have about $84,875 in our General Fund.

As mentioned in the newsletter, the association’s finances are strong, but this past year we did notice an increase in charges for dumpsters, food and T-shirts.  But at the same time, we have also benefitted from increased donations from members and businesses. 

5. Abbreviated Committee Reports:
a. Executive (Standing Committee) – Roy Kelley noted that Teri Thomas and Mary Loiselle have departed from the Board.  Don Schimming has joined the Board to replace Teri Thomas.  

b. Beautification Day – Roy Kelley - June 13, 2026 – Save the date, we need volunteers and help to Roy as the committee chair. 2025 Beautification Day saw the removal of 55 tons of debris. We had a good turnout of volunteers.

c. Nominating (Standing Committee) – Don Schimming – Don noted that we need volunteers to serve on the Beautification Day Committee, the Debris Committee and the Navigation Committee.   

d. 2026 Calendars – are now hot off the presses and available!  We have less than 20 of the 2025 calendars remaining. Get them while you can. 

e. Communications – Dave Waterman – all is good and quiet.  We have a new server, and everything is running well.

f. Debris Update – Roy Kelley (sub for Pam) – Debris lately has been almost non-existent in the water, but it is on the shoreline now due to APCo keeping the lake at low pond for maintenance.  Please take advantage of the debris exposure due to lower lake levels and clean up your shoreline while the water levels are low.  LVL lake will likely surpass SML in the amount of debris collected overall for 2025 as debris pickup by the APCo barge continues.  

The numbers for September debris removal from LVL was 195 tons, bringing the total for the year to 2,015 tons removed from the lake year to date.  During the October survey this past Tuesday, the main channel was clear while most of the shorelines had varying levels of debris.    

g. Membership Update – Cynthia Coleman – We have 207 current household members.  Give aways are available at the front table and the Association provided LVL hats to both speakers today as a Thank You for their time and effort. 

h. Navigation Update – Glenn Coleman - The towed watersports map of Leesville Lake has been finalized. A question was asked about towed watersports – meaning what affects towed watersports?  Roy noted that the lake levels, debris, and the current we have in the lake affect towed watersports and there are very few areas on the lake that are considered green/safe.  All coves are considered red and you need to be 200 feet from the shoreline to safely participate in towed watersports. 

TLAC has posted an electronic version on their website. Glenn has a few copies that we can use to have printed for posting at the marinas. Glenn has this action to distribute to marinas.

 Joe Humphreys has checked all our Hazard buoys and found two that
 have been affected by the large amount of debris in the past few weeks. The
Navigation Committee will be working soon to reset or repair the Hazard Buoys at
mile marker 9 and mile marker 14. These same two buoys were affected by debris
last year. Joe is also going to collect the hazard buoy from the Runaway Bay dock
and work to reset it at its original place near Old Woman’s creek. (Collected on 10/18/2025)

The Navigation committee is preparing application materials for the
placement of a shoal marker just below the Tolers Ferry Bridge.

The Navigation Committee has welcomed two new members from the Quatrone area. We look forward to working with Dave Noriega and Ben West.  


i. Water Quality Update – Charlie Hamilton Leesville Lake Water Quality is very good and will continue to support all your recreational needs this fall.

Water quality monitoring data was collected from August 1 – August 25, 2025. The results are from 25 days of monitoring.
Instantaneous DO values ranged from 3.8 mg/L to 8.5 mg/L, with an average of 5.5 mg/L. 
Recorded instantaneous DO concentrations met the Virginia water quality standard of 4.0 mg/L 99.4% of the time in August, with short dips under the standard occurring on the morning of August 21st – 24th
Daily average DO values ranged from 4.5 mg/L to 6.9 mg/L, with a median of 5.4 mg/L. The daily average standard of 5.0 mg/L was not met for the final five days that data were able to be recovered for this report (20-25 August)

Special thanks to the LLA WQ Committee – Debbie Oliver, Kathleen Giangi, Tony Capuco, Dave Waterman, and University of Lynchburg Limnologist Dr Tom Shahady for their hard work in keeping the lake’s water quality up to standard.

j. [bookmark: _Hlk193753141]Water Safety & Education – Jeff Markiewicz - No Swimming on Leesville Lake
Following the drowning on Leesville Lake on 20 July, WSET ABC 13 (https://wset.com/news/local/16-year-old-undocumented-immigrant-was-leesville-lake-drowning-victim-piottsylvania-county-sheriff-mike-taylor-ice-july-2025 )had made the following statement: “Swimming is prohibited in Leesville Lake due to the water’s hazardous conditions; it’s deep with currents and underwater trees, and a lot can go wrong” the also quoted Pittsylvania County Deputy Director of Public Safety as follows “This body of water can be extremely dangerous,” said Scott Hutcherson, Deputy Director of Public Safety in Pittsylvania County. “It’s really deep water. You have currents. You have trees under the water, all kinds of hazards under the water, you can get hung up on. It’s just so much that can go wrong, which is why you see no swimming signs.”. I contacted Mr. Hutcherson and he clarified that he did not indicate to WSET that swimming is prohibited on Leesville Lake and he was not aware of any broad prohibition of swimming on the lake although some areas do have No Swimming Signs posted.  
I asked if someone from the county would be available to speak to the general membership on how the county responses to emergencies on Leesville Lake such as the drowning in July.  If the Board would like I can secure a speaker for the Oct General membership. 
Vessel Safety Checks
The 2025 Safety Check season is nearly complete.  The vessel safety checks were performed on Saturday May 17th and July 12th with 7 vessels inspected. All scheduled inspections are complete. My thanks go out to the SML Sail and Power Squadron for there support of inspections at Leesville Lake. Also, I will continue to be available to perform vessel safety checks by request to perform checks on Leesville Lake for the rest of the 2025 season.  
Boater Safety Classes – The Boater Safety in person class season is nearly over, below are the upcoming classes available on the DWR registration site. The LVL Association continues to leverage training provided from VA Dept of Wildlife Resources, US Coast Guard Auxiliary and the Local US Power Squadron (now known as America’s Boating Club).  Jeff Encourages all LVL members to take advantage of these courses, some of which are free of charge. 
Continue to refer to VA DWR
Upcoming Classes (from DWR website, link is on LLA Website on Water Safety Committee, and under resources, Boating Safety) 
Sat Jan 17th 8:30-5:30 PM Virtual Class must have own device/computer, free Course, Trevor Ruble contact trevor.ruble@dwr.virginia.gov 
Sat Mar 14th 8:30-5:30 PM Virtual Class must have own device/computer, free Course, Trevor Ruble contact trevor.ruble@dwr.virginia.gov 

Online Courses 
Virginia Boating Safety  http://www.boat-ed.com/virginia/ 
America’s Boating Course  http://www.americasboatingcourse.com/ 

Other Boating Classes – The SML Sail and Power Squadron (the closest local US Power Squadron (now referred to as America’s Boating Club) provides classes especially a Hands-on Training Class. It is a daylong class including classroom instruction and hands-on training on the owner’s boat.  Note the boat must have a current Vessel Safety Check sticker. The class is free to Power Squadron Members Family Membership is approx. $110 per year. The cost of the Hands-on training is $180 for non-members.  SML Sail and Power Squadron also offers other classroom and practical training (e.g. Mechanical and Electric systems maintenance, Boat Handing and navigation classes) these are also free to SML Squadron members.  Contact Jeff Markiewicz at Safety@leesvillelake.org for more information on Squadron membership. 

DWR 2024 boating incident summary report.  Based on a review of the 2021 2022 2023 and 2024 Virginia Dept. of Wildlife Resources (VDWR) boater incident summary reports there were no reported incidents on Leesville Lake in those years. Also, of the 17 fatalities last year 35% were on paddle craft (Canoes, Kayaks, etc.) and 94% were not wearing a life jacket.  During the first three of those years Smith Mountain Lake (SML) had the largest number of incidents in Virginia. In 2024 SML Had a dramatic improvement to less than half the prior three-year average of incidents (20 average to 9 in 2024). 
Based on information from the Smith Mountain Lake (SML) Association Water Safety Council, that Jeff is also a member, it is noted there are some limitations to the Data in the Annual Boater incident reports. An example of this is that deaths from drowning after falling from a dock or the shoreline are not included as they are not in VDWR’s jurisdiction and are reported separately by the local law enforcement and are reported to the State Police. The SML Water Safety Council is looking into getting more updated information.

Nearly ½ million residents in Virginia have taken the boater safety classes.  
Eagle Point Shores has been approached by the Gretna FD about possibly stationing a boat at their dock.

k. Vice President Comments – Chip Zimmerman – no report.

6. TLAC Update from October 8 meeting: Roy Kelley
a. Pigg River Diversion Device Update – the Pigg River Diversion device had the permit application pulled.  As a result of the information received, TLAC scheduled a meeting with Congressman McGuire staff to enlist his help with AEP. Staff in his office have been helpful in coordinating information, and conversations with the Army Corp of Engineers. 
AEP estimated that the Pigg River Diversion Device would have cost between $12-14 million dollars to construct.  Although APCo has stated the decision to move forward is up to its board and the CEO we would expect the return on investment at $12 million would be hard to justify.
TLAC and LVL Association are continuing to push for a “Plan B”, absent the diversion device.  Some sort of temporary device has been discussed or moving operations to the Pigg River and/or operating out of Three Pipes or Myers Creek to be closer to the debris coming from the Pigg River.  Both organizations are continuing to push APCo on this and are committed to finding a solution.  Next steps will be to coordinate with APCo on an alternative plan for 2026 should they find the diversion device too expensive.
A question was asked: Is APCo more concerned about debris or the dam?  The answer is that APCo needs to protect the dam, and that area is more convenient for them.  They rely on the contractor for the Three Pipes area, the contractor doesn’t work often, and when they do, they are fully loaded very quickly in that area. 
b. APCo Lakes Maintenance – the water level is low due to routine scheduled maintenance and fossil retrieval.   

c. Next General Meeting – January 10, 2025, at 10:30, Altavista Train Station
Board members chili cookoff, members bring a side or dessert

7. Q&A for members – the question was asked is anyone knew how to move a Google map geographic pin, to relocate it from the Runaway Bay subdivision, to across the lake at the AEP access – in hopes of stopping visitors from speeding in Runaway Bay and believing there is public access.  Several solutions were offered by the members. 

Meeting Adjourn – 11:56 am
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Leesville Lake Association
Income Statement


for the period of 09/01/2025 to 09/30/2025


Account Number Account Name Amount


Income


4001 Membership Dues Total $650.00


4108 Transaction Fee Donation $7.05


4101 Interest Earned $161.49


4103 Calendar Sales $147.00


Total Income $965.54


Expense


5001 Rent $241.16


5009 Accounting Software $627.00


5010 Online Transaction Fees $15.34


5601 Calendars $802.00


5900 Boat Maintenance $78.83


Total Expense $1,764.33


Net Income (Loss) -$798.79
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image2.emf
BalanceSheet.202510 06.pdf


BalanceSheet.20251006.pdf


Leesville Lake Association
Balance Sheet


as of 09/30/2025


Account Number Account Name Amount
Assets
1000 Checking $7,317.62
1010 Savings $122,957.56
1020 Certificate of Deposit $53,516.21
1200 PEX Pre-paid Cards $1,602.28
1500 Buildings/Property $5,044.00


Total Assets $190,437.67


Liabilities


Total Liabilities $0.00


Equity
3000 General Fund - Fund Balance $84,696.10
3003 Navigation Grant - Fund Balance $45,528.62
3004 Water Quality - Fund Balance $10,212.95
3005 Operating Reserve - Fund Balance $50,000.00


Total Equity $190,437.67


Total Liabilities + Total Equity $190,437.67
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Leesville Lake Association
Budget: Year to Date


for the period of 09/01/2025 to 09/30/2025


Account Number Account Name Actual Annual Budget Annual Budget $ Annual Budget %
Income
4001 Membership Dues Total $650.00 $5,250.00 $4,600.00 12.38%
4030 Beautification Day


Sponsors $0.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 0.0%
4041 WQ - Leesville Lake $0.00 $39,133.00 $39,133.00 0.0%
4042 WQ - Pigg River $0.00 $8,800.00 $8,800.00 0.0%
4102 Optional Donations $0.00 $4,500.00 $4,500.00 0.0%
4108 Transaction Fee


Donation $7.05 $0.00 $-7.05 0.0%
4101 Interest Earned $161.49 $4,500.00 $4,338.51 3.59%
4103 Calendar Sales $147.00 $1,200.00 $1,053.00 12.25%
4104 Clothing $0.00 $500.00 $500.00 0.0%
4105 Prints $0.00 $100.00 $100.00 0.0%


Total Income $965.54 $73,983.00 $73,017.46 1.31%


Expense
5000 General Expenses $0.00 $500.00 $500.00 0.0%
5001 Rent $241.16 $1,000.00 $758.84 24.12%
5002 Office Supplies, Food,


Misc $0.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 0.0%
5003 Contract Services


(Legal, Audit) $0.00 $200.00 $200.00 0.0%
5005 Insurance $0.00 $1,800.00 $1,800.00 0.0%
5006 Licenses and Permits $0.00 $34.00 $34.00 0.0%
5007 WebSite $0.00 $700.00 $700.00 0.0%
5008 Volunteer Recognition $0.00 $300.00 $300.00 0.0%
5009 Accounting Software $627.00 $2,200.00 $1,573.00 28.5%
5010 Online Transaction Fees $15.34 $200.00 $184.66 7.67%
5601 Calendars $802.00 $1,200.00 $398.00 66.83%
5100 Membership $0.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 0.0%
5200 All Hands News Letter $0.00 $500.00 $500.00 0.0%
5310 WQ - Leesville Lake $0.00 $38,133.00 $38,133.00 0.0%
5320 WQ - Pigg River $0.00 $8,800.00 $8,800.00 0.0%
5400 Beautification Day $0.00 $8,000.00 $8,000.00 0.0%
5800 Navigational Aids $0.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 0.0%
5900 Boat Maintenance $78.83 $1,000.00 $921.17 7.88%


Total Expense $1,764.33 $68,567.00 $66,802.67 2.57%


Total $-798.79 $5,416.00 $6,214.79 -14.75%
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